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preservation of amenities, are easy to operate under the Act and the
importance of the powers under the Act should be borne in mind in
connection with all road development and improvements.
TRUNK ROADS ACT, 1945
The Trunk Roads Act of 1936 created a network of trunk roads
throughout the country which were maintained out of the Road
Fund. The Trunk Roads Act of 1945 conferred additional powers
relating to one-way roads, cycle-tracks, and footpaths; authority
was also given to the construction of roads in connection with a
junction of a trunk road and to stop up any road junction in the
interests of public safety and, further, to acquire land within 220
ft. of the middle of the road for the purpose of preserving amenities.
The main object of the Bill is to supplement the system of routes
for through traffic by adding other routes, " including routes within
areas hitherto excluded from the trunk roads system ", forming an
inter-connecting system of principal routes between various parts of
the country.
This Act affords an excellent opportunity to build cycle roads and
footpaths which need not be adjacent to the carriage-way; they
may be built within a limit of 220 ft. of the centre of the road; it is
unfortunate, perhaps, that the limit is not even greater. Neverthe-
less there is here a great opportunity to build attractively for segre-
gation and safety in the best possible manner, and it is hoped that
engineers will take the fullest advantage of this.
The Act also confers upon the Minister powers to construct bridges
and tunnels over and under navigable waters.
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1947
This Act is undoubtedly the most comprehensive legislation ever
placed on the Statute Book for the purpose of controlling the plan-
ning and development of the country.
Powers are given to authorize the construction and financing of
ixew roads, to construct and improve private streets, and to stop up
and divert highways.
One of the most important items in the Act is the power to control
advertisements, and regulations have now been issued for guidance
in this matter; indiscriminate advertising along the frontages of
main roads, as occurs in America, will no longer be possible.
Another section deals with the preservation of trees and woodlands
so that ** Tree Preservation Orders " may be made by the Ministry
(a) to prohibit lopping or destruction, (&) to secure replanting, and
(c) to grant compensation, if justified, where any consent is refused.